Antipsychotic agents in patients with dementia.
We conducted a MEDLINE search to obtain data on various antipsychotics administered to patients with dementia and psychosis or behavioral symptoms. Additional unpublished data from conference proceedings and unpublished clinical trials were provided by Janssen Pharmaceutica, Eli Lilly and Company, and Zeneca Pharmaceuticals. All clinical trials that evaluated traditional typical or atypical antipsychotics in patients with dementia were reviewed for efficacy and safety data. Consensus guidelines published in 1994 or later were considered. After reviewing clinical trials and expert opinions, we devised an algorithm for optimal treatment of these patients. Although data are limited and do not conclusively show superiority of one agent over another, based on clinical experience and side effect profiles, risperidone is considered to be the drug of choice for treating patients with dementia and psychosis. Alternative treatment options in an algorithmic format also are recommended.